To understand that God’s way of choosing people for His work is beyond man’s
reasoning

80-year-old

(John1:40-42)

farthest

His choices? In Romans 11:34 we read ‘Who has known the
mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?’ There is
no way we can understand the choices God makes. Yet,
when we look at the bigger picture, we can see the results
of those choices.

Psalm 89: 1-14 & 28-37

A Maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite.
1
I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord,* for
ever; with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.
2
I declare that your steadfast love is establishedfor ever; your faithfulness is as firm as the
heavens.
3
You said, ‘I have made a covenant with my
chosen one, I have sworn to my servant David:
4
“I will establish your descendants forever, and
build your throne for all generations.” Selah
5
Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord,
your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy
ones.
6
For who in the skies can be compared to the
Lord? Who among the heavenly beings is like
the Lord,
7
a God feared in the council of the holy ones,
great and awesome* above all that are around
him?
8
O Lord God of hosts, who is as mighty as you,
O Lord? Your faithfulness surrounds you.
9
You rule the raging of the sea; when its waves
rise, you still them.
10
You crushed Rahab like a carcass; you scattered your enemies with your mighty arm.
11
The heavens are yours, the earth also is
yours; the world and all that is in it—you have
founded them.
12
The north and the south*—you created them;
Tabor and Hermon joyously praise your name.
13
You have a mighty arm; strong is your hand,
high your right hand.

For-ever I will keep my steadfast love for him,
and my covenant with him will stand firm.
29
I will establish his line for ever, and his throne
as long as the heavens endure.
30
If his children forsake my law and do not walk
according to my ordinances,
31
if they violate my statutes and do not keep my
commandments,
32
then I will punish their transgression with the
rod and their iniquity with scourges;
33
but I will not remove from him my steadfast
love, or be false to my faithfulness.
34
I will not violate my covenant, or alter the word
that went forth from my lips.
35
Once and for all I have sworn by my holiness;
I will not lie to David.
28
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2 Samuel 7: 12-17

,

To understand the nature of God in fulfilling His promise and rewarding obedience

Joshua then pronounced this oath, saying, “Cursed before the
LORD be anyone who tries to build this city - this Jericho! At the
cost of his firstborn he shall lay its foundation, and at the cost of
his youngest he shall set up its gates!” 27 So the LORD was with
Joshua; and his fame was in all the land.
26

where

,

On this occasion,

a chance to

Jericho

And at the seventh time, when the priests had blown the
trumpets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout! For the
LORD has given you the city.
Joshua 6:16

To understand that there is a
purpose in our existence and
that we should be ready to
speak up do our part in each
situation

reacted

brought

is

King’s

enjoys

?

be ashamed of You but rather never afraid to tell others that You
are our God. In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

One night in a hotel room in Jerusalem, Franklin's life changed.
In his autobiography, Rebel with a Cause: Finally Comfortable
Being Graham, Franklin explained his conversion experience:
"That night instead of going to the bar for a couple of beers, I
found myself alone in my room reading through the gospel of
John. When I came to the third chapter, I read not just that Jesus
told Nicodemus he had to be born again, but I also grasped that
Franklin Graham had to be born again as well." He added “just
being the son of Billy Graham won’t get me into heaven”. With
the new commitment to God, Graham began his spiritual journey. The once reluctant Franklin, now follows his father's footsteps, and is very proud of his calling as a witness to the Lord.

Saul was very proud of his rich heritage. He was circumcised on
the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;…
as to righteousness under the law, blameless. (Philippians 3:5, 6).
As a well-educated man, who was raised in Greek Culture, Saul
had a commanding knowledge of philosophy and could have a
scholarly conversation with most educated citizens of his time. His
Roman citizenship granted him prestige and respect, which saved
him many times during his ministry (Acts 16:37).

claimed that He is the only way to God, the Father. Jesus said, “I
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me” (John 14:6). Jesus also questioned
the faith of the Pharisees and teachers of the law, and called
them hypocrites. For Saul, Christianity was a threat to his beliefs,
his religion, and to the teachings of Judaism. Thus, he developed
a fervent hatred for Christ and his followers.

purpose

As the number of believers increased, the apostles decided to
choose seven men among themselves who were full of the Spirit
and wisdom to hand over the responsibility of waiting on tables
(keeping accounts), so that the apostles could focus their attention to prayer and the ministry of the word. Stephen, a man full of
God’s grace and power was one of the men who was selected for
this ministry. Soon Stephen started performing great wonders and
signs among the people. Those who were opposed to Christian
faith, seized Stephen and brought him before the Sanhedrin,
while he was preaching the good news. Standing in the Sanhedrin
Stephen looked up to heaven, saw God’s Glory and shouted, “I
see heaven opened and the Son of Man standing at the right
hand of God.” (Acts 7:56) Hearing this, the members of the
Sanhedrin yelled at the top of their voices, rushed at him, dragged
him out of the city, and began to stone him. Saul was standing
there, giving approval to his death and watching over the
garments of those who killed him.

When Saul set out on his journey to Damascus, he thought he was
doing the will of God: the extinction of Christian beliefs and teachings.
He didn’t realize that he was fighting against God Himself.
Though he was religious, he never experienced God. He didn’t know
God. Nonetheless, the question, “Saul, why do you persecute me?”
changed Saul’s perceptions about everything he thought he knew.
Saul, the scholar, religious leader, did not know what was happening
to him. His education or religious authority did not help him comprehend the situation. His pride disappeared. He humbled himself and
asked; “Who are you Lord”? Jesus revealed his identity. “I am Jesus,
whom you are persecuting” (Acts 9:5). The church is the body of
Christ.
Persecuting Christ’s people is persecuting Christ Himself. As a Pharisee, Saul was completely consumed by his religion; thus resisted
God’s work in Him. He refused the true, living God and His grace.

No one could have ever imagined the man who set out to destroy
early Christians would become a great advocate for Christianity. A
Pharisee, descended from Pharisees would become a follower of
Christ. However, God had plans for Saul’s life. He wanted to use Saul
for the glory of His kingdom. As the Lord told Ananias “he is an
instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles
and kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will show him how
much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” (Acts 9:15-16).

God has a purpose for each one of us. No matter what our circumstance or background is, He can and will use us to bring glory to His
name. For this, we need to accept Him as the Lord and Savior of our
life and submit ourselves to His will. Just as God used Paul and
Franklin, God is able to use us, as well. Listen to His call and
respond. As is written “Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if
you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to you and eat
with you, and you with me.” (Revelation: 3:20) Once He comes in to
our life, our life will be transformed. We will become new creation.

It is not our human heritage that gives us salvation. Salvation does
not depend upon our social status, education, financial background,
or any earthly possessions. Our heavenly heritage obtained through
accepting Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior gives us the new life.
Being born to a Christian family doesn’t guarantee Salvation. We can
be Christians, and yet not know our Lord; we can be Christians and
yet be lost, if we don’t have a personal relationship God. We don’t
want to inherit our religion; we need to experience Jesus Christ.
Going to church every Sunday, attending Youth Fellowship regularly,
being in the choir, and studying His words will help develop a relationship with God. However, one can be a true Christian only through
knowing God and living according to His will. As Jesus said “Not
everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’, will enter the king- dom of
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.”
(Matthew 7:21).

God’s grace can make a powerful difference in our life. God
can and will use us if we submit ourselves to His will. God
transformed Paul and used him to spread the gospel among
Gentiles, kings, and the people of Israel. God gave him the
strength, wisdom, and endurance to carry out this mission. Just
as Paul, we need to realize that salvation comes from God
alone, not from our rich heritage, scholarship, or self-proclaimed righteousness. God can wash away all our sins and
make us holy. As God said, "Though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool” (Isaiah 1:18). Our salvation comes
from God, God alone. Let us commit our life in His hands, be
obedient to his will. God will use us to be a blessing to the
people around us, despite our weaknesses.

But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have
chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the
people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for
the sake of my name.”
Acts 9:15-16

