Thus the scripture was fulfilled that
says, “Abraham believed God, and it
was reckoned to him as righteousness,”
and he was called the friend of God. 24
You see that a person is justified by
works and not by faith alone. 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the prostitute also
justified by works when she welcomed
the messengers and sent them out by
another road? 26 For just as the body
without the spirit is dead, so faith
without works is also dead.
23

In our society, there are many people who exemplify Christ-like servitude for the
masses; one of whom we all know is Mother Theresa. Mother Theresa, born as
Agnes Gonxha, was a Catholic nun who nurtured and took care of the “poorest of
poor” in the streets of Calcutta. Born in Skopje, the capital city of the Republic of
Macedonia, Agnes grew in hardship since her father passed away while she was
young, leaving her family in financial straits. When she became eighteen, she
joined the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary, where they named her Sister
Teresa of Lisieux and sent her to the Loreto Entally community in Calcutta to
teach at the St. Mary’s School for Girls, which she did for twenty years. On a train
ride from Calcutta to Darjeeling, Theresa, now dubbed as “Mother”, claimed to
had encountered Jesus and was filled with the desire to directly help “the unwanted, the unloved, and the uncared for.” She was able to establish the Missionaries
of Charity in the Archdiocese of Calcutta in 1950 and many other organizations
thereafter to help the poor. She directly went into the village area and treated the
sick, washed the feet of the poor, and prayed for the weary - those who were
deemed “untouchable” in the society. On September 5th, 1997 she died, but her
exemplary works and organizations still live on to further provide relief for the
weary and restless, showing us how her faith in Christ produced deeds that outlive
her own life to impact the world through God’s Plan

This perspective has been seen within the
Gospels as well. When Jesus was on the
cross, He was alongside two thieves, one
who cursed at him and the other who
rebuked the cursing thief. When the second
thief showed his faith in Jesus as being
innocent and asked Jesus to remember him
when Jesus is in paradise, Jesus replies,
“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me
in Paradise.” (Luke 23:43) The thief was
granted salvation regardless of any kind of
action. Within the Bible, there are many
other instances where Jesus performs
miracles and He simply replies that “your
faith has healed you”, regardless of the
deeds committed by the individual.

Dr. Paul Wilson Brand was a surgeon in the mid 1900s. Born of missionary parents,
he grew up in India. After his studies in the UK, God led him back to India, to work
in the Christian Medical College, Vellore. There, he was drawn to the plight of the
lepers. He realized that deformities in their limbs were not caused by the disease but
by insensitivity to pain. The lepers often injured themselves without knowing it,
leading to the deformities. He pioneered vari- ous techniques of reconstructive
surgery especially of the hands, restoring the use of the hands to victims of the
disease. Dr. Paul Brand was not merely in- terested in the physical healing of the
patients, he cared about restoring their dignity by giving them back the use of their
hands. They were not treated as outcasts as was common in those times, but as
people worthy of respect and healing. He co-authored three books Fearfully and
Wonderfully Made, In His Image, and Pain - The Gift Nobody Wants; where he
explored the connections between his Christian faith and his practice of medicine.
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The Return of the Exiles

People Obey the Lord’s Commands

Prophet Haggai and the Lord’s Command

The Glory of the New Temple and Message
of Redemption

God followed
through in His promise to bless them. Once we
prioritize God’s will over our own, we become
more blessed.

1 Peter 2:5

The Beatitudes meaning supreme blessedness are statements of blessedness that follow a formulaic expression: 1. The adjective
“blessed”, 2. Identifying the subject that is “blessed”, 3. The condition assuring “blessedness”. The beatitudes are recorded in
Matthew 5 and it spoke truth to the audience present.
After overcoming Satan’s temptations in the desert, Jesus went down to Galilee and started moving His ministry through finding
his disciples and healing people before going up to the mountain and teaching the crowd as we see in the “Sermon on the
Mount”. All the Beatitudes point towards the Kingdom of Heaven. The focus of the Beatitudes is reward based on the level of
spiritual experience and relation with God rather than material recompense.
There are 9 subheadings of “blessedness” ascribed by Jesus to the crowd. Each of the Beatitudes serves a separate description of
“blessedness” per condition:

Jesus clearly states that those who have that constant thirst, or desire, to seek uprightness and are in search of God’s way, they
will be filled. This Beatitude also recurs in Matthew 7:7 where Jesus says, “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.”
Along with the other characteristics of a believer seen in the other Beatitudes, we notice an outward expression of dependence
and need of help from the Lord. Having a merciful heart acknowledges the flaws of oneself and how one falls short many times
and ena- bles one to forgive others and show mercy. The Lord will show mercy to those who are merciful because they have
understood the grace given by God and are willing to share among many, no matter how wronged they were.
The “pure in heart” refers to the actions of a believer that are aligned with God’s vision and are intended to be good in God’s
eyes. With this in mind, the promise is the ability to “see God”, something which no one has ever done. Such a promise demands
faith and a vision-abiding walk of life. Those who are “pure in heart” will be able to see God in every situation or circumstance in
life, allowing them to fully give praise and honor to God amidst struggles as well as joy.

Jesus doesn’t refer to the ceasing of hostilities and war within the world when He mentions “peace”. He refers to a drastic change
of nature that the world has not yet seen for peace to persist. Jesus characterizes peacemakers as being just not those who focus
on harmonious communities, but ultimately those who are promoting the Kingdom of God on earth. The promise of being
“children of God” may be misleading, since “children of God” is often characterizing all Christians. In this Beatitude, the
“children of God” expresses an even greater relationship and connection with God as well as constantly working the way in
which Jesus has done.

In this short passage Saint John summarizes a conversation between Nicodemus, a ruler/spiritual leader of the Jews and
Jesus. It is believed that Nicodemus was one of the prominent members of the Sanhedrin, the highest and most powerful
Jewish religious council and the ruling body of Israel. Being a Pharisee, Nicodemus belonged to the conservative school
of Jewish thought. Pharisees believed that strict observance of the Law, rituals and moral codes are prerequisites to enter
the Kingdom of God which is an earthly Kingdom with the Messiah as its King. Since the majority of the Pharisees
were against Jesus, Nicodemus ostensibly has difficulties in seeking clarifications for his doubts from Jesus. Being an
honest seeker of the truth he decides to interview Jesus and clear his doubts about Jesus’ authority and the Kingdom of
God. Thus, he encounters Jesus at night and asks some of his doubts and questions. This Bible passage does not narrate
all the questions asked by Nicodemus. However, from the replies of Jesus recorded by St. John, it is clear that he asked
at least one question about the Kingdom of God. Jesus’ answer that “no one can see the Kingdom of God without being
born from above” catch- es him off guard, as he was not expecting such an answer from Jesus. Nicodemus seeks to
clarify the answer by asking another question to Jesus, whether it is a physical rebirth by entering mother’s womb?
Jesus slightly rebukes Nicodemus of his ignorance of the word of God (“Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things?”). Jesus may be alluding to various scripture passages by Moses and prophets such as
Jeremiah, David, Ezekiel and others (refer Old Testament passages in Deuteronomy 30: 6; Jeremiah 4: 4, Psalm 51: 10;
Ezekiel 36: 24-27).
Jesus further explains to Nicodemus that a person has to be born of “water and Spirit” to enter the Kingdom of God and
such a change is one that cannot be accomplished by human effort; it is the work of the Holy Spirit. The passage does
not describe the response of Nicodemus or what impact Jesus’ teaching had on him. In John 19: 39-40 it is stated that
Nicodemus brought 100 pounds of myrrh and aloes and along with Joseph of Arimathea gave a proper burial for Jesus.
When all the beloved disciples of Jesus fled the scene of crucifixion, we see a courageous disciple in Nicodemus, who is
not afraid of the Jewish high priests and people who crucified Jesus, performing the last rites for Jesus!

Being Born from Above

Son. God is giving everybody a chance to regain the divine status of permanent fellowship with Him. It is an unconditional offer to
humankind. Whoever believes in the Son will have eternal life; those who do not believe are condemned by their choice.

God’s Loving Nature Exempliﬁed in Jesus

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of
water and Spirit.” Explain this statement on the basis of the conversation between Nicodemus
and Jesus.

